
Welcome to College Application Evening

“I learned that sometimes a life journey can take you 

to a place that is not on any map.” – Jim Stark



Agenda 

 Admissions overview/NACAC guidelines

 Senior timeline 

 What counselors send to colleges

 How counselors send to colleges

 College application instructions 

 Naviance

 Wrap-up 





NACAC Code of Ethics

 Report any high pressure “sales tactics”

 Accept offer by May 1st, unless Early Decision

 Deposit to one school only

 Be prepared for colleges to respond with any of 
the following decisions: 

Admit

Deny

Defer

Waitlist 

Summer/January Admit



Senior “to do” list:  September 

 Review transcript/return to registrar

 Complete Junior Questionnaire

 Make appointments with teachers to discuss recommendations

 Register for/take final round of SAT/ACT 

 Send SAT and/or ACT scores to colleges through collegeboard.org 
and actstudent.org

 Attend college application drop-in days on September 16th and/or 18th

(all periods, room 245)

 Set up a Common Application account – remember username and 
password

 Sign FERPA waiver on Common Application

 College essays – support available in the Achievement Center, see 
Mrs. Zahn



September – February

 Schedule an appointment with your counselor

 Work on your applications, send your application when you have 
completed all parts – no need to wait for school documents…  
School materials will follow your sent application; **email 
counselor when sent**

 Review list of visiting colleges on Naviance 

 Athletes – register through NCAA  Eligibility Center

 Art supplements 

 Visit colleges – this is an excused absence – submit a note to 
attendance

 Check your email for frequent informational messages



College Application Instructions
(see blue handout)

 Create Common Application account

 Sign your Transcript Release Form/FERPA

 Add colleges in Naviance (under “Colleges 

I’m Applying To”)

 Work on applications

 Send your SAT/ACT scores

 Schedule senior meeting with your 

counselor – 15 days before deadline



College Application 
15 Day Timeline

College deadline: See counselor by:

October 15 September 23

November 1 October 13

November 15 October 24

December 1 October 31

December 15 November 14

January 1 December 3



What Do Counselors Send?

 Transcript

 Courses in Progress/First Quarter Grade Report/
First Semester Grade Report/Final Grade Report

 The CHS Profile

 Counselor recommendation

 Teacher recommendation(s)

 Secondary School Report





Senior Year Courses In Progress

Sent: September – Early November



First Quarter Grade Report

Sent: Early November – Late January



First Semester Grade Report/Mid Year Grade Report

Sent: February and After



The CHS Profile





Additional Documents

 Counselor letter of recommendation

 Teacher letter(s) of recommendation

 Secondary School Report

















What is my counselor’s title? School Counselor

What is the size of the CHS Senior Class? 503

What is my counselor’s contact information?
610-240-1045 (general office # is fine)

lastnamefirstinitial@tesd.net

What is the GPA Scale?
For the Common Application, use 5.0

What is my class rank?
Use “n/a” – (we are a non-ranking high school)

Common Application FAQs

What is my counselor’s title?

mailto:lastnamefirstinitial@tesd.net


Pick up and address brown mailing 

envelope from Student Services

Paper Applications



Scholarships
• Most college-based scholarships do not 

require a separate application. They are 

reviewed internally at time of application. 

• For private and corporate scholarships, 

complete the applications according to the 

directions and be aware of deadlines.  

Many of these require brown envelopes 

for mailing purposes.

• See your counselor 15 days ahead of 

deadline. 



Financial Aid

 Evening program on December 4th at 

7:00pm

 Naviance has a list of scholarships that is 

updated throughout the year

 The Student Services website also has 

financial aid resources 
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Things to Remember…

 Know your application deadline

 Remember the 15 school day timeline 

 Notify your counselor each time you 

submit an application 





Helpful Hints
 Plan ahead

 Focus on what is best for you

 Prioritize

 Stay organized

 Have an open mind

 Ask for help

 Have fun

 Keep your sense of humor



THE GRAND FINALE


